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The Western Rivers Before Steam



  

Steamboat New Orleans
● First Western Rivers Steamboat
● Launched Pittsburgh in 1811
● Left Pittsburgh on October  20, 1811
● Reached Natchez after Christmas in 1811
● Reached city of New Orleans on January 10, 

1812



  

Fulton Type Steamboat - 1911



  



  



  

A Challange to Fulton
● Daniel French & Henry Shreve challanged 

Fulton group's monopoly in Louisiana
● Organized company at Brownsville to build 

smaller steamboats
● 1809 French patented horizontal engine
● French installed sternwheel on 30 foot fishing 

boat at Pittsburgh and raced New Orleans



  



  



  



  



  

Louisville and Portland Canal
● The first canal and locks were built between 

1825-1830, by the Louisville and Portland 
Canal Company, along with Federal support.

● The Canal was 50 feet wide, and the three 
locks, each 190 feet long by 50 feet wide, were 
the largest in the world. The locks raised or 
lowered boats 26 feet to overcome the drop in 
elevation at the falls. These locks served 
flatboat and steamboat commerce on the river 
until the 1870s.



  

● 1811 – Steamer New Orleans
● 1826 – Steamer Reindeer reached 

Morgantown



  

Unknown Packet About 1830



  

Packet Boats

A use, not a type of boat
● Regular route
● Passengers
● Freight
● Overnight ?



  

Sidewheel vs. Sternwheel

What do you plan to use the steamboat for?
● Speed
● Handling
● Towing power
● Simplicity
● Cost



  

Length & Fine Lines Give Speed



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Engines on Delta Queen



  

Explosion of Moselle 
1838 – 81 Killed



  

Sultana Explosion & Fire
27 April 1865 – 1500 Lives Lost



  

Sultana Explosion & Fire
27 April 1865 – 1500 Lives Lost



  



  

Steam Whistles
● Adrian Stephens (1795 – 

1876) British engineer - 
Invented the steam whistle 
about 1833.

● Born in the Penzance area 
of Cornwall and moved to 
Merthyr Tydfil, Wales, in 
1827 to work at the 
Dowlais ironworks. The 
purpose of his invention 
was to act as a warning 
device on the boilers.Early example in the 

museum at Cyfarthfa Castle. 



  

Riverboat Whistles
● Stephens did not patent the device, and it was 

adopted by the Liverpool & Manchester 
Railway after it had been seen in operation at 
Dowlais in 1835.

● According to Way's Packet Directory, the 
1844-built REVENUE had the first steam 
whistle installed on a steamboat. Other 
sources mention the MINGO CHIEF in the 
same year. 



  



  

Riverboat Whistles
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