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Steamboats

 New Orleans – 1811
 Reindeer - 1st to Morgantown – 29 April 1826
 Globe to Fairmont - $1000 prize – 1850
 1850 to 1872 steamboats reached Fairmont 10 
times



  

River Improvements

Slackwater to Morgantown
 Federal Planning Grant – 1872
 Lock & Dam 9 – started 1873, finished 1879
 Lock & Dam 7 & 8 started 1881, finished 1889
 8 Nov 1889 – J.G. Blain and Adam Jacobs 

begin regular daily service from Pittsburgh to 
Morgantown

 Locks 10 to 15 funded 1892, opened 1903



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

20 July 1902



  



  



  

Railroads – At Last!
 1877 - Railroad still 25 miles away
 1884 - Stage to Fairmont - 4 to 5 hours
 1885 - Station and Deckers Creek Bridge in 

Morgantown - rails from Fairmont reached Little 
Falls

 1886 - February – train service to Fairmont
 2 April 1894 through service to Pittsburgh - 101 

miles 4-1/2 hours



  

Football
 28 November 1891 - first WVU football 

game vs W&J



  



  

Railroads – At Last!
 2 April 1894 through service to Pittsburgh 
 101 miles 4-1/2 hours



  



  



  



  



  

Morgantown & Kingwood 
Railroad

 Spring of 1887 grading begun
 Morgantown to Bretz, in September, 1903
 Bretz to Kingwood in March, 1906



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Oil & Gas
 1889-90 discovery of oil and beginning of 

production
 February 1891 – Standard Oil pipeline to 

Philadelphia completed



  



  



  



  

Glass & Other Industry
 1891 – Seneca Glass moves to Seneca, WV



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Monongahela Railroad
 Passenger service initiated November 1, 1915
 Buffet parlor car served breakfast on morning 

northbound train - dinner was served on the 
evening southbound train.

 To meet the competition, the B.&O. changed 
one of its trains to an express, supplied with 
modern dining cars and Pullman coaches.



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

New Morgantown Bridge



  

New Morgantown Bridge



  

The Trolley Era



  

The Trolley Era

●  1892 - electric company founded – languished 
for lack of patrons 
●  1903 - First cars ran on Circle Route
●  1905 - Sabraton Railway
●  1909 - “Morgantown & Pittsburgh”
●  1934 - Service ended



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

MORGANTOWN & DUNKARD
VALLEY RAILWAY

  1910 - Service began from Morgantown to 
Scotts Run
  1912 - Morgantown to Cassville
  1913 - reorganized as Morgantown & Wheeling 
Railway – steam trains to Blacksville



  



  



  



  

Given the State of the 
Transportation System, Why 
Would You be Coming From, 

or Going To, Monongalia 
County in 1920?
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