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Why Would You be Coming 
From, or Going To, 

Monongalia County?



  

Given the State of the 
Transportation System, Why 
Would You be Coming From, 

or Going To, Monongalia 
County in 1760?



  

David Struther – "Porte Crayon"

1816 – 1888
American magazine illustrator 
and writer
Born Martinsburg, Virginia
Studied art Philadelphia, New 
York, Europe



  

The Early Years – 1750 to 1850

●1753 - Col. Geo. Washington 
●1753 - Dunkards named Eckerlin 
●1763 – Mason-Dixon Survey
●1765 - Jeremiah Glasgow settles at present 
Mount Morris
●1768 - Zackwell Morgan settles Morgans Town



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Given the State of the 
Transportation System, Why 
Would You be Coming From, 

or Going To, Monongalia 
County in 1784?



  



  



  

Early Road Building in Virginia

In Virginia roads were the responsibility of the County 
Court. Counties were divided into road precincts, roughly 
corresponding to later magisterial districts.
Each man between 21 and 50  years of age (except 
paupers) was obligated to work on the roads of his 
precinct at least 2 days between 1 April and 1 September 
He could not be required to work more than 4 days 
except in case of an emergency. He could buy out at 
$0.75 to $1.25 per day. Road building days were 
frequently mostly a social event.

Yesterday and Today (WV DOH)



  



  



  

●Boughter's Internal Improvements in Northwestern 
Virginia - wagon road between Morgantown and Fishing 
Creek authorized in 1787 not completed
●New road authorized from Morgantown to mouth of 
Grave Creek, Moundsville in 1795
●both to be paid for from county taxes
●Apparently completed in 1804
●Core - Mt Morris road connecting with the Morgantown-
Waynesburg completed along creek shortly after

Chronicles of Core

Roads North & West



  

Given the State of the 
Transportation System, Why 
Would You be Coming From, 

or Going To, Monongalia 
County in 1820?



  

The Iron Region
● Roughly 1810 through 1860
● Battles of Lake Erie & New 

Orleans
● Mostly charcoal & "bog iron" 

ore
● Water & later steam draft
● Up to 10 tons of iron per day
● 2000 people in Cheat valley, 

500 in Morgan Town



  



  

Travel in Comfort – Go By Water



  



  

Cramer's The Navigator



  



  



  



  



  



  

Steamboats

● New Orleans – 1811
● Reindeer - 1st to Morgantown – 29 April 1826
● Globe to Fairmont - $1000 prize – 1850
● 1850 to 1872 steamboats reached Fairmont 10 
times



  

River Improvements
● Pennsylvania river commission – 1814
● Virginia Assembly – Monongahela Navigation 

Company – 1817
● Jackson's West Fork navigation
● Pennsylvania – Monongahela Navigation – 

1841 Built Locks 1 & 2
● Second Virginia charter of a Monongahela 

Navigation Company - 1847



  

The Turnpike Era
● The National Road c. 1812
● Northwestern Turnpike incorporated by VA 

Legislature in 1827 planned Winchester to 
Parkersburg - completed to Clarksburg & 
Parkersburg in 1838 at a cost of $400,000

● Local turnpikes – Kingwood Pike, Brandonville 
Pike
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